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Covid-19 Cases - What would cause the District to move to remote learning? 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic is the perfect opportunity to model flexibility to our children.  If we 

approach it positively, they will as well. You may invent new traditions that kids may want to 

carry into next year.   
 

Each Monday and Thursday evening, the District publishes an updated Covid-19 District 

Dashboard, which summarizes the Covid-19 cases within our ten schools. Each time there is a 

confirmed positive Covid-19 case, student or staff, the District’s Health and Wellness 

Coordinator works closely with the Board of Health nurse, the Medical Advisory Team (MAT), 

and Dr. Medina, District Physician to recommend an appropriate course of action.   

 
As I have communicated, there have been confirmed positive cases in The Public Schools of 

Northborough and Southborough. As of today, Friday, October 23, 2020, all of the confirmed 

positive cases have not been as a result of in-school transmission events. What does this 

mean?  For example (not specific to a case) a household member  is notified by the Board of 

Health that he/she was a close contact to a person at his/her place of employment who tested 

positive. As a result, the parent is required to quarantine and have a Covid-19 test. If the test 

result comes back as positive, all household members are considered close contacts and are 

required to quarantine and have a Covid-19 test. If the children in the household test positive, the 

Board of Health notifies the school district, and contact tracing for the student begins.  until all 

close contacts are identified.   
 
What the Health and Wellness Coordinator, Board of Health Nurse, the Medical Advisory Team, 

and Dr. Medina, District Physician, are looking for is in-school transmission: Student to student; 

student to staff; staff to staff; or staff to student. If at any point in-school transmission has been 

identified, the school would shift students enrolled in the hybrid learning model to remote 

learning for a period of time (1-3 days). During the 1-3 day remote timeframe, an Emergency 

School Committee meeting would be held to determine the appropriate length of the remote 

learning model, based on the Board of Health recommendation. Again, at this time there has 

been no identified in-school transmission.  
 

The in-school mitigation efforts put in place are working: Wearing masks, social distancing, 

symptom screening, hand-washing, and disinfecting are proving to be highly 

effective.     Anything parents can do to support these efforts is greatly appreciated. 

 
 

 

 



How can I help the School District? 
1.  If your student is not feeling well, keep him/her home from school. 

2.  Contact your pediatrician, the school nurse, or Mary Ellen Duggan for guidance. 

3. Ensure your student is applying the same mitigation efforts outside of school - 

Wearing    masks, social distancing, symptom screening, and hand-washing. 

4. When in doubt  - reach out.  We’re happy to help and provide guidance. 

 

Respectfully, 
Gregory L. Martineau 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
Covid-19 District Dashboard 

 
 

Congratulations - National Merit Scholars 
 

I am pleased to share with the school community the 2020-2021 Algonquin Regional High 

School National Merit Scholars. Of the 1.5 million entrants, some 50,000 with the highest 

PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores qualify for recognition in the National Merit 

Scholarship Program. In September, these high scorers are notified through their schools that 

they have qualified as either Commended Students or Semifinalists. 
 

Commended Students 
In late September, more than two-thirds (about 34,000) of the approximately 50,000 high scorers 

on the PSAT/NMSQT receive Letters of Commendation in recognition of their outstanding 

academic promise. Commended Students are named based on a nationally applied Selection 

Index score that may vary from year to year and is typically below the level required for 

participants to be named Semifinalists in their respective states. Although Commended Students 

do not continue in the competition for National Merit Scholarships, some of these students do 

become candidates for Special Scholarships sponsored by corporations and businesses. 
 

Semifinalists 
In early September, about 16,000 students, or approximately one-third of the 50,000 high 

scorers, are notified that they have qualified as Semifinalists. To ensure that academically 

talented young people from all parts of the United States are included in this talent pool, 

Semifinalists are designated on a state-representational basis. Semifinalists are the highest-

scoring entrants in each state. Qualifying scores vary from state to state and from year to year, 

but the scores of all Semifinalists are extremely high. NMSC provides scholarship application 

materials to Semifinalists through their high schools. To be considered for a National Merit 

Scholarship, Semifinalists must advance to Finalist standing in the competition by meeting high 

https://www.nsboro.k12.ma.us/cms/lib/MA02216193/Centricity/Domain/4/DISTRICT%20DASHBOARD%2010_19_10_22_2.pdf


academic standards and all other requirements explained in the information provided to each 

Semifinalist.  
 

Semifinalists:  
Aniketh S Dandu   
David J Gillingham  
Jason J Hu 
Pranitha K Polavarapu  

 
Commended: 
Christopher Bleck 
Joshua Cheng 
Sanjay N Kandadi 
Yasmin Lee 
Madelyne S Loeffel  
John E Meehan  
Kyla Pelham 
Thomas M Pianka 
Haley K Rybarczyk  
Nicholas T Seto 
Bharathan Sundar  
Abhinav Tripathi  
Sophia Watanabe  
Emily Wu 
Karthik Yalala  
Aaliyah T Yan  
Kathryn R Zaia  
 

Halloween Tips 
 
Halloween is around the corner, and children and families are eager to enjoy as many time-

honored traditions as possible. 
 

We must keep doing what we’ve been doing: maintaining six feet of distance and wearing 

masks.  Please avoid crowds and indoor gatherings.   
 

Here are some tips:  

 
• Virtual Halloween parties will allow children to see each other’s costumes and enjoy 

treats.  And everyone can stay warm.   

• A costume mask is not a substitute for a cloth face-covering unless it has multiple layers 

of breathable fabric and covers the mouth and nose snugly. 

• If there is a parade in your community, make sure that distance is maintained.  

• If trick or treating is allowed in your neighborhood, only trick or treat as a family.  Do not 

approach a home if there are other trick or treaters at the front door of that house.   



• If you are handing out treats, stay outside, and maintain distance.  Line up pre-packaged 

treats for children to pick up.   

 
Halloween resources: 
Here are some of the Halloween resources: 

• CDC’s Steps to Take When Trick or Treating 
• CDC’s Steps to Take for Other Halloween Activities 
• CDC’s webpage on Halloween https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-

coping/holidays.html#halloween 
• Mass.gov https://www.mass.gov/news/halloween-during-covid-19 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/daily-life-coping/Trick-or-treating.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/daily-life-coping/Halloween-Other-Activities.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html#halloween
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html#halloween
https://www.mass.gov/news/halloween-during-covid-19

